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Buy from 


Your vendor pays up to 50C per copy 


Sold by donation 


1. Grouch 


5. Worker refusing to strike 


9. Dry red wine 


11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
18. 
20. 
23. 
26. 


Dried grape 
Guffaws (5,6) 
Wail 
Competitor 
Teashop 
Southpaw 
Toil 

Mimic 

Got up 
Grasp 


28. Word emphasizing a meaning 
30. Tenders 

31. Land covered with trees 

32. One opposed to reform 

33. Scream 


. Bunch 

. Amusement park attraction (6,7) 
. Everything 

. Period of being a boy 

. First king of Israel 

. Tobacco seller (9,4) 

. Covered with ashes 


SAAS WH 


8. Split into two 
10. 
11. 
17. 
19: 
21. 
22. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
29. 


(Solution: Page 19) 
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Home 

Act of despoliation 
Enlarge 
Rudderless 

Pulls apart 

Small hotels 
Knowledge 
Spooky 

Lively dance 
Opponent 
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wd Home Sweet Home: 
esponding to 


the Housing 


Edmonton Coalition on 


Housing and Homelessness presents 


Home 


Sweet Home: 


Responding 
to the 
Housing 
Crisis 


Nov. 22nd, 2002 


National Housing Day of Action 
Stanley A. Milner Library Plaza 
(south side) 


Crisis 


Public Gathering: 
12 PM (Noon): 


Official Proclamation by 
Mayor Bill Smith 


Music by Terry Morrison 
and Stephanie Burlie 


Announcements of Homeless 
Count results 


Home” postcards to 
Minister Stan Woloshyn 


Tea and bannock 
Come along and bring 
your friends 


~ 


The Fight for Foo IP 8 


ww 


Last Bays of the Locke [10/11 


Wein sisoedience 131 


The focus of 
the day will be 
developing 


The same day, ECOHH and Edmonton 
Public Library is having a housing 


plans and 


conference: 
e 
9 AM 1145 AM actions. 
Keynote Speaker: 
Senator Douglas Roche @ 
Bring your 
Workshops 
11:45 AM Lunch 


ideas and get 


involved with 


1:30 -3:30 PM 
Strateaic Planning Workshop 


Everyone welcome—no cost but 
pre-registration required 
Registration leaflets available now— 
Call 423-9675 or email 
jgurnett@emcn.ab.ca 


this important 
issue . 
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POLICE LINE: DO NOT CROSS 


EPS Claims “Certain Lawyers 
Bogging Down” the System 


‘© employees of Edmonton Police 

Service told Our Voice recently that 

the ability of EPS Internal Affairs 
Department to do its job effectively 

is being hampered by the action 


~ Both Detective Peter Pic of EPS 
Affairs Department, and Annette Bidniak, 
EPS Media Relations 
being targeted with frivolous complaints filed 
by lawyers. 

During a September 19th phone conver- 
sation with Natasha Laurence, Detective Pick 
placed responsibility for the length of time it 
takes to complete an investigation with cer- 
tain Edmonton lawyers. 

“There are people in this town, we won't 
mention any names, but certain lawyers who 
are flooding us with complaints. I think it is 
their strategy to bog us down.” 

Annette Bidniak, media spokesperson for 
the EPS, confirmed the Detective’s allega- 
tions. 

“Not all lawyers have integrity,” she said. 
“They use their privilege to bog down our 
system. It's a fact. They hide behind their 
privileges. We are at a disadvantage. At the 
front of the case the lawyer knows it’s frivo- 
lous, but we are obliged to go through the 
process.” She added further: “ We know it to 
be true.” 

The Department of Internal Affairs han- 
dles public complaints of police misconduct. 
The process, from the time the complaint is 
filed, to the time a judgment is made, often 
takes more than a year. 

Both Pick and Bidniak were clear in their 
refusal to be specific regarding which lawyers 
they were referring to. Bidniak stated several 
times that she had not named anyone, and 
added that if Our Voice in any way twisted 
her words, she would hold us accountable. 

Unfortunately, this refusal to be specific 
implicates any and all lawyers who file com- 
plaints on behalf of their clients. 

Ravi Prithipaul, President of the Criminal 


allege that the Service is 


Intern: it tc 


Trial Lawyers Association, an organization 
which represents over 100 Edmonton lawyers 
practicing criminal law expressed concern 
with the statements: “That's a very serious 


gestion seems to be that lawyers are abusing 
the process. That is something I would cate- 
gorically deny. | know of no cases where the 


complaints were frivolous.” 


eferring specifically to the belief of 

Detective Pick, Prithipaul said: “It is 

a very troublesome comment to me 

coming from someone who is 
charged to investigate these complaints. It 
appears to be unresponsive to the needs of 
the people who make the complaints.” 

“It is their duty, and surely their obliga- 
tion, to have the necessary resources and per- 
sonnel to process these complaints in a rea- 
sonable period of time.” 

According to Sergeant Kent Thom, head 
of Internal Affairs, the number of external 
complaints handled by EPS has not gone up 
over the last few years. The eight detectives 
who make up the Department regularly have 
15 to 25 files open. In the year 2000, the 
Department handled 232 complaints; in 
2001 the number was 224. 

He added, however, that the number of 
complaints where lawyers are involved, 
either initiating it or getting involved at some 
point, has increased. “From the time that | 
first came in here, which was back in 1996, 
that number has increased dramatically.” 

This involvement of lawyers has done lit- 
tle to increase the number of complaints that 
are sustained, or, in other words, result in dis- 
ciplinary action. 

The concern that a Detective, who at the 
outset believes that a complaint filed by a 
lawyer may be part of a larger strategy, may 


se concems. ie suq- 


not be able to investigate that complaint 
with sufficient objectivity, was dismissed by 
Thom. 


“All of our investigations are done in a 


UULLEL | LwWe Louok ibe MmouvGQUuOD Tugdt 
be on the pa of the comp 
lawyer representing the complainant, our 
goal is still to have an unbiased, complete 


ovbeted Or Th 


and thorough investigation.” 

In early 2000, the Criminal Trial Lawyers 
Association set up the Police Conduct 
Committee to address serious concerns the 
organization had with the Edmonton Police 
Service. Members of the organization had 
noted a disturbing increase in the number of 
Edmonton clients who were alleging exces- 
sive use of force by EPS officers. There were 
also ongoing questions about the ability of 
the EPS to be effective and unbiased in inves- 
tigating complaints against its own mem- 
bers. Spokespeople for the CTLA have called 
for the abolition of the Police Commission 
and the creation of an independent body to 
oversee all complaints against EPS members. 

In a July 2001 letter to the Alberta 
Solicitor General, Tom Engel, on behalf of the 
CTLA wrote, “I would suggest that the 
Edmonton Police Commission is too closely 
allied with the Edmonton Police Service for it 
to have the independent function required 
for such a role.” 

Prithipaul voiced concern that this issue 
could come to be seen as the crusade of a few 
“fanatical” lawyers: “In a civil, democratic 
society you would expect civic institutions to 
be responsive to the concerns of citizens that 
they have been unfairly treated. 

“This is not just a concern of defense 
lawyers. I think there is also a concern 
among regular citizens. We all have an inter- 
est in fair and effective policing.” 


Natasha Laurence 


Next Month: Where is the Police Commission? 


“The suggestion 
seems to be that 


~ Tawyers are — 


abusing the 
process. 
That is 
something | 
would 
categorically 
deny. I know of 
no cases where 
the complaints 
were frivolous.” 


- Ravi Prithipaul, 
President of the Criminal Trial 
Lawyers Association 
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From the 2001-2002 
Directional 
Statement for the 
Edmonton Police 
Service: 


Encourage Ethical 
Policing 


Statement from the 
2001-2002 Directional 
Statement for the 
Edmonton Police Service: 
Encourage Ethical Policing 


Drawing from the best 
ethical practices of leading 
organizations, we will 
retain public trust and 
confidence by: 


8 Creating a sustained 
th ograr it 
D SUDPOIS and . 


our n 


- todo the right thing, and 


demonstrate integrity 
through their words and 
actions. 


i Integrating ethics into 
ail police activities, and 

building ethical founda- 
tions to support policing 
decisions. 


@ Developing a unique 
EPS Code of Ethics that 
complements our Conflict 
of Interest policy. 


B Promoting trust within 
our organization, and 
between police and the 
public we serve, by ensur- 
ing our behaviour as an 
organization and as indi- 
viduals is always above 
reproach. 


@ Actively investigating, 
and proactively address- 
ing internal and external 
complaints. 
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“There’s No 
Place Like Home” 


Comments from the cards: 


Real estate has value because of the population. Let's value the people. 
The need continuously exceeds the demand. 


Finding suitable accommodation for many of our 
patients is a major challenge - please help! 


I consider this a priority issue for the city. Due to rental monopolies 
rents are out of reach for many people. 


Your attention to this matter is an investment in the future. 


Low-income housing units are in CRITICAL DEMAND and a multi-year plan 
and commitment on the part of the government is urgently needed. 


I am a single tenant who is now paying 40% of my income on rent. 


meet the basic needs of its poorest citizens. 


Don’t just shrug this off. It is a very real problem. 
Try to imagine what it would be like. 


I urgently wish for your strong attention to this. 


ur Voice and ECOHH would like 

to thank everyone who is partici- 

pating in this campaign. The 

response from all over the 
province has been overwhelming, an indica- 
tion of the seriousness of the affordable 
housing crisis in Alberta. 


Please return all signed cards before 
November 20th. The Honorable Stan 
Woloshyn has committed to attend the 
Noon hour (12 PM) gathering at the Stanley 
Milner Library on November 22nd, to 
receive the postcards. Let’s send a strong 
message! 


Letters can be mailed to: 
> 10527-96 Street, 
> Edmonton, AB 


>T5H 2H6 


> Fax: (780) 429-7008 


cies 


There's MO PLACE like home 


There 'c NO PL ACE like home 


>Email: nlaurence @bissellcentre.org 


There's VO PLACE like home 


“Workers of the 
World Unite” 


Stomping 
on the 
rights of our 
brothers and 


Why don't 
they just 
stop 
making us 
try to 
think? 


re you outraged by what you read 

in the paper? Are you sick and 

tired of everything that's going 

on? Are you baffled that every- 
one's having so much trouble solving the 
world's problems when the solutions are so 
obvious? 

Do you enjoy reminding people you 
work hard and pay taxes? Do phrases like 
“underlying causes" and "mitigating factors" 
make your head hurt? Do facts and figures 
that undermine your position annoy you? 
Do you hate it when people ask you to 
think? 


nyone who has been following 

Edmonton City Council’s han- 

dling of the Shaw Conference 

Centre Strike should be deeply 
disturbed. The City of Edmonton is the sole 
shareholder of Economic Development 
Edmonton (EDE), the organization that runs 
the Shaw. We are the City of Edmonton, the 
Mayor and Councilors are elected to repre- 
sent us, to make prudent decisions on our 
behalf about the spending of public money 
lives up to basic standards that include jus- 
tice and fair play. 


If you answered yes to these questions, 
chances are you're going to find lots of peo- 
ple who think just like you in The Why Don't 
They Just Club. 

The Why Don't They Just Club is a new 
organization for people who are concerned 
about important social policy issues, and 
want them solved overnight. If possible, 
with bulldozers. 

Not sure whether you've got what it 
takes to be part of The Why Don't They Just 
Club? Take the following test: 


When you see people living in poverty, their 
lives overwhelmed with despair, do you ask 
yourself? 


a) What can I do to help? 


b) Could this have something to do with 
slashed welfare rates, no affordable hous- 
ing, a low minimum wage? 


c) Why don't they just get a job, like | did, 
and slap a coat of paint on that refrigerator 
carton while they're at it? 


When you see severely overweight people, what 
goes through your mind? 


a) If I can't even lose 10 pounds, how hard 
must it be to lose 50? 


b) Are they substituting food for something 
else they're missing in their lives? 


©) Why don't they just lose some weight, for 
God's sake, and put the Oreos back on the 
shelf? 


sy 


EDITORIAL 


OPINION 


Throughout the five-month-long con- 
tract dispute with the employees of the 
Shaw Conference Centre, Economic 
Development Edmonton has shown itself to 
have no concern for either the spending of 
public money (close to $2 million dollars at 
last count) or to the notions of basic justice. 
City Council needs to bring EDE into line, 
sharply, firmly, and quickly. They have con- 
sistently failed to do that. 

Ken Bur, spokesperson for EDE, is very 
fond of saying that the employees at the 
Shaw do not support the Union. What he 
fails to mention is that at the time of the 
Union vote, 72% of eligible employees voted 
for the Union. The majority of the 240 peo- 
ple staffing the Conference Centre now are 
new staff. When movement toward union- 
ization began late in 2000, the wages for 
staff went from $7 an hour to $11 an hour, 
as one striking employee puts it, 
“overnight.” The people who continue to 
work for EDE are benefiting from the pres- 
ence of the union, without ever having 
made the sacrifices of the striking workers. 

The United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 401 is a legal, certified union, 


gain in good faith. They continue to think 


When you read about women who stay in 
abusive relationships, the question you want to 
ask is? 


a) Are shelters the answer? 


b) How does a person's self-esteem become 
so low that they'll live with this? 


c) Why don't they just leave, for crying out 
loud, because | tell ya, that's what I'd do? 


When you see homeless people talking to them- 
selves ona street corner, do you think? 


a) Why are these individuals not in a hospi- 
tal getting help? 


b) Does anyone care? 


©) Why don't they just stop acting crazy and 
become wealthy industrialists? 


Children are reportedly failing a new math 
curriculum in droves. Your first thought is? 


a) Was the program thoroughly tested 
before its introduction? 


b) Have teachers been given the skills they 
need to teach this new curriculum? 


©) Why don't they just study harder, like | 
did in school? 


Okay, you can probably see where this is 
going. If you picked (c) to most of the previ- 
ous questions, you have what it takes to 


edge that. They consistently refuse to bar- 


Shaw Conference 
Centre Strike 


nothing of throwing away large amounts of 
public money in attempts to break the 
Union. 

Why do the elected officials of Edmonton 
allow this to continue? Why did they spend 
even more public money hiring an outside 
consultant when the decisions of the Labour 
Relations Board are very clear and should 
be sufficient? Why was the independent 
consultant's report not made public? It was 
paid for with taxpayers’ dollars and appar- 
ently supports the continued spending of 
taxpayers’ dollars in the support of 
Management against the unionized work- 
ers. Shouldn't we have access to that report? 

Most, if not all, of the benefits we enjoy 
as employees today, whether it’s a decent 
wage, vacation time, or health benefits - 
things we take for granted, were won for us 
by the solidarity of unionized workers in the 
past. It is important that we do not forget 
that. It is also important that we speak out 
on behalf of our fellow workers who are 
struggling in their pursuit of justice. 

It’s time that the Mayor and Councilors 
put a stop to Economic Developments 


Edmonton's stomping on the rights of our 


Natasha Laurence 


become a member of The Why Don't They 
Just Club. 

You've shown a willingess to ignore that 
one action is likely to produce an equal 
and opposite, reaction. You've got what it 
takes to come up with simple solutions to 
complex problems. You've indicated your 
willingness to pass judgment on people 
with virtually no information whatsoever. 

Not everyone can do that. 

The Why Don't They Just Club is a great 
place to mingle with like- minded individu- 
als and engage in lively debates about 
world affairs. Here's a sample exchange 
from a recent meeting. 


Member #1: Boy, that Middle East thing, 
huh? 


Member #2: Yeah! Why don't they just 
bomb everybody so we could stop hearing 
about it? And did you hear about giving 
guns to pilots on airplanes? 


Member #1: It's a start, but why don't they 
just give guns to everybody, like stewardess- 
es and all the passengers? That'll stop those 
terrorists. 


Don't delay. Join The Why Don't They Just 
Club today. Just because the world's not get- 
ting any simpler doesn't mean your solu- 
tions can't be. 


Linwood Barclay 


| was born to be an 
editor, | always edit 
everything. | edit my room 
at least once a week. 
Hotels are made for me. | 
can change a hotel room 
so thoroughly that even 
its proprietor doesn't 
recognize it.... | edit 
people's clothes, dressing 
them infallibly in the right 
lines.... | change 
everyone's coiffure— 
except those that please 
me—and these | gaze at 
with such satisfaction that 


become Dec! ed 


AAS OF UNICD 


people's tones o o1ce 


their laughter, their words. 
| change their gestures, 
their photographs. | 
change the books | read, 
the music | hear... It's this 
incessant, unavoidable 
observation, this need to 
distinguish and impose, 
hat has made me an 
editor. | can’t make 
things. | can only revise 
what has been made. 


MarGAReT ANDERSON 


“VOICE <> 


The media 


no longer ask 


those who know some- 


thing .. 


. to share that 


knowledge with the pub- 
lic. Instead they ask those 


who know n 


othing 


to rep- 


resent the ignorance of 
the public and, in so 
doing, to legitimate it. 
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Stay Tuned 


10101 
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have a favorite computer radio station. It 
is "The Village Voice" from New York. | 
must confess | tuned in from a simple 
sense of nostalgia. The "Village" was one 


er" At a 
£7} Li a) " 
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87070 
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of the sources of radical ideas that animated 
the social and political activism of my youth. 
I stayed tuned in because they play music 
from so many sources that you never have 


any idea what is going to come on next - 
from classic sixties to really strange hip-hop 
you never hear around here. And there is no 
talk, literally, except for station identification 
every hour or so and when you tune in, just 
non-stop music. They also publish a newspa- 
per, which I scan regularly. I clicked on an 
article recently about a big anti-war demo in 
Washington. What blew me away was the 
dateline, one hour and thirty-six minutes 
ago. Now that is fast! 

Back during the fifties when I was a kid 
they still had newsreels with movies, a 
holdover from the days of the Second World 
War when people got their visual news from 
overseas months after the fact. During the 
Vietnam War nobody really knew what was 
going on until pictures of American troops 
slaughtering women and children started 
showing up on TV at suppertime. Now an 
hour-and-a-half later you can find out that 
people in many countries from all age groups 
and social strata are saying "no" loudly and 
emphatically to any further invasions of 
Middle Eastern countries. This is wonderful! 

American Police Services have been 
instructed not to try to estimate the sizes of 
gatherings such as this anymore, so we don't 
get “official” estimates of crowds at demos. In 
the ones I have attended I have observed that 
a thousand people will fill half a block wall to 
wall, standing room only. Therefore a march 
five blocks long is probably in the neighbor- 
hood of ten thousand people. That is a lot of 
people gathering in public to be ignored by a 
sensation hungry media. Yet ignored they 
are. The controls on mainstream media are 
becoming pretty obvious. 

To no avail, however, when pictures and 
commentary can be found on the net for any- 
body in the world with an Internet connec- 
tion to view within hours. Language is not an 
issue anymore either. Translation programs 
are standard on web browsers. | viewed a 
slideshow on Yahoo that showed pictures of 
people on the streets of thirty-five cities start- 
ing out in Manila, on October Sth, and con- 
tinuing throughout the following three weeks 


Yamascus, Karachi, 
Te otepeque 


through Lahore, Jakarta, 
Baghdad, et Ankara, ( 


Santiago, Mexico City, Melbourne, Hong 
Kong, Tokyo over into Europe, Stockholm 
Berlir n, Freiberg Hei ee Budapest, 
Barcelona, Rome, over to North America, 
Puerto Rico, New York, Matin Augusta, St 
Paul, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 


Washington, cumulating in the largest yet, in 
Spokane on the day I write this. This is a pret- 
ty big elephant to be trying to hide under a 
very little bit of straw. 

I believe that Bush and company ran a 
huge bluff with the events of Like 
Roosevelt before them, who it turns out now, 
knew about the planned attack on Pear! 
Harbor, but let it proceed as planned in order 
to motivate American citizens’ support of 
American involvement in the Second World 
War; I believe that Bush and company knew 
9/11 was going down, and at the very least 
let it proceed in order to gain public support 
for a definitive grab for control of oil-produc- 
ing areas in the Middle East. I think they 
have lost the bluff. 

The Internet is just too fast. It is making 
mainstream media as irrelevant as fifties 
newsreels. We do have a global vision now 
And surprise, it is not the cultured Europeans 
or the affluent Americans who are the leaders 
of this revolt. It is people in poor third world 
countries who are saying: "No more war in 
our backyards!” And now they are being 
heard and seen, if you know where to look. 
More and more people seem to be figuring 
out where to look. This is progress. The other 
interesting thing is that these computer radio 
stations are under attack by big business 
Turns out that big business has problems with 
a few things going on, out in the Wild Wild 
West, like file sharing programs for instance 
and free music and ultimately, free dissemi- 
nation of information. Stay tuned, this is get- 
ting interesting. The real war is for control of 
our minds and hearts. Don't give your love 
away. 

Theresa McBryan 


Canada: Global Model for 
a Multicul 


n late September several hundred people 

gathered in Edmonton from across 

Canada to talk about social diversity— 

what it means for people who are widely 
different to live together in community. The 
conference materials began with eleven 
pages of messages from politicians at every 
level packing in every cliché and platitude 
about how remarkable we have been in cre- 
ating a nation where diversity is honoured, 
what a model we are to the whole world. 
Hmmm. This was at a downtown hotel a 
couple of blocks from places where police are 
accused of using “street justice” with 
Aboriginal men, a few blocks from places 
where landlords will blatantly discriminate 
against an immigrant seeking a place to live. 
I wondered, would the conference happen in 
the remote clouds of theory, or would it have 
anything to say that connected to the streets 
outside? 

I was part of the social justice stream of 
the conference and it was great to discover 
there are committed people in this country 
determined to work for change. 
Recommendations this group sent forward 
for organizers to use in working with politi- 
cians in the months ahead included: 


Pervasive and deepening poverty and pow- 
erlessness is a serious obstacle to a nation of 
healthy positive diversity. Therefore, ade- 


quate and appropriate funding commit- 
ments must be made by all levels of govern- 
ment to ensure all people have the 
for a good quality of life. 


resources 


@ Governments at all levels must gather full 
information, especially from those most 
affected and knowledgeable, to develop com- 
pulsory policies that ensure full participa- 
tion. 


@ The principles of a just society— fair distri- 
bution of power, economic equity and gen- 
uine democracy—require substantial effort 
and adequate resources to extend and broad- 
en voice and participation, especially of the 
most-excluded, in all sectors, including the 
education and the legal system. 


But better than the words of the recommen- 
dations was the determination of those 
involved to return to communities across the 
country and keep up the pressure for action. 
It will be good for those politicians who 
wrote the feel-good messages welcoming del- 
egates to encounter more and more of us 
insisting on these things. People who think 
these recommendations make sense could let 
Gene Zwozdesky know. He is Minister of 
Community Development, responsible for 
human rights, citizenship and multicultural- 
ism. If he knows these things matter to 


ural State 


Albertans, he can take these ideas forward 
He can be contacted at 229 
Legislature Building, Edmonton TSK 2B6 or 
427-0188 (fax) 


for action. 


Jim Gurnett 


“To see ourselves as 
others see us” 


s Canadians we do not often get a 

chance to hear what the rest of the 

world thinks of us. A month out- 

side of the country is likely to leave 
the Canadian traveller wondering if Canada 
even really exists except in our own minds. 
One of the most striking features of last 
month's conference on multiculturalism, 
Canada: Global Model for a Multicultural 
State, was the perspective that came from 
international visitors who, do in fact, think 
about Canada. Their very distance seemed 
to enable them to see what we often miss. 
They were able to focus on our ideals, while 
most of us were embroiled in analyzing our 
flaws. 

John Lloyd, a former Editor of the 
Financial Times of London, applauded 
Canada, not for perfect execution of the 
vision of multiculturalism, but for having 


committed ourselves to the vision in the first 
place. What is important, he said, is the way 

e “frame” our country. Our ideal of equali- 
ty and social justice for all, our belief in mul- 
ticulturalism, and our commitment to immi- 
grants and refugees, make us different from 
the rest of the world. 

Doan Viet Hoat, who spent 20 years as a 
Vietnamese prisoner of conscience, told my 
workshop group that he could see and feel 
the difference that is Canada on the streets of 
Edmonton. For him, Canadian multicultur- 
alism was clearly no longer a vision for the 
future, but a reality that had arrived. “In 
Canada, here in Edmonton,” he said, “you 
accept that everyone is different. I don’t 
think you realize what an achievement that 
is.” 

All this made me stop and think. My 
world at the Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers is a rich world, highly textured 
by the diversity and strengths of the people | 
work with and for. They come from all over 
the world. That is the beauty of this place. 
But I usually think of it as a unique place in 
this city and this country. | left the confer- 
ence thinking how really very Canadian it is. 


Jaye Fredrickson 
Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers 


ivers of the Hear 


Only those who risk going 
too far can possibly find 
out how far one can go. 

TS. Elliott 


remember the first time 1 went vending 
sober I was still in a treatment centre. 
Not long after I got to my spot an older 

gentleman approached me. All he did 
was put out his hand to shake mine and 
take a paper from me. He told me he had- 
n't seen me for a while and was wondering 
where I'd gone. | told him that I was in a 
treatment centre for another week and I did- 
n't have a clue where my path was going to 
take me. He then looked at me with a smile 
and said: “You know, if you turn your life 
over to the Creator, he will take care of you. 
All you have to do is take it one day at a 
time.” Then he walked away. That was two 
years ago and many things have happened 
since I the shook the older gentleman's 
hand and heard his words of wisdom. 

The work of a few people, helping from 
their hearts has changed me in such ways 
that I have to thank them. | have learned to 
give back even if sometimes you get hurt by 
others’ actions. If I could count all the 
change that I've given to panhandlers it 
would feed me for days. 1 remember the 
time when I did the same thing - living by 
whatever means I could is what | learned 
while living on the street. 

I remember going into an office not 
knowing why | was there in the first place 
and not seeing with my heart that these 
people really cared about me. It really does 
take a community of friends who are true 
friends to help one in dire need. This com- 
ing November is more important than all 
the rest because it’s where my journey of 
freedom started by a few helping hands. 


Confused and lonely is how I felt when 
first stepped into my new world of reality. 1 
didn't have a thing to my name. I was 
homeless. The only thing I had was my 
sobriety and the life that was given to me as 
a free gift from the Creator. All I did was 
pray the whole time and hope that ! would- 
n't have to sleep outside. I did find a place 
on the same day and it was a place where 
guys like me needed a push at times. 

The place consisted of four separate 
apartments and I lived in the basement 
suite. The rule was no alcohol and getting 
your own food was a must. My roommate 
was quiet and a little older then I. I respect- 
ed him because of his age and we became 
good friends. He showed me the ropes of 
how to stay on the Red Road - that working 
on yourself is most important. Also having 
fun is important and having a sense of 
humor helps in many situations. My jour- 
ney since then has brought many gifts of 
learning and the older roommate was one 
of my teachers. 

My life has changed in so many ways 
that sometimes I have to stop and shake my 
head. Many friends have said they've seen 
such a change in me that | should give 
myself credit for a job well done. | just tell 
them that the Creator had a very significant 
part - also the people who were there for me 
and still are. Everything that I have gained 
so far is because I earned it, too. 

I was not put here to be beaten by alco- 
hol and waste my life. I believe the Creator 
put me here to teach others that there is a 
better way to live without drinking. 1 wasted 
a lot of time trying to change everyone 
when all the time it was me who needed to 
change. Funny how the circle of life works 
at times. 

In this new way of life, | have been 
introduced to some very special friends and 


Some were there at the start of my journey 
and some were always there. 

This is to Ron for being the friend I have 
always wanted and a great role model for 
me. He has taught me to never give up and 
to keep up the good work. He was there 
when I stepped out of the darkness and 
helped me on my journey to freedom. 
Thank you my friend. 

I have been honored with special people 
and some come in small packages. | first 
wrote about her in the April issue of Our 
Voice and she has grown a lot since. When | 
visit the world is forgotten and the focus is 
catching up on old times. She is going to be 
two years old the same month I found free- 
dom from darkness and | want to wish her a 
happy birthday. I have adopted her as my 
little sister and she's also cuter then most of 
my friends. Her name is Bee. 

One friend was there for me since day 
one and still is. She has shown me that fam- 
ily is important and to be myself. She is our 
editor and a great person to be friends with. 
I gave her an eagle feather to honor her for 
all the times she was there for me and to let 
her know she helped save my life. 

The second day I walked into the drop-in 
sober after leaving treatment my friend 
Mike met me at the door and gave me the 
warmest handshake anyone has ever given 
me. He was the person who helped me get 
on the bus to Calgary for detox and was 
there when I came back to start my walk on 
the Red Road. Since that day there have 
been many great times of laughter and 
many talks of everyday life. | have come to 
respect and honor him as a brother. He has 
shown me what a real warrior is about. 

Some friends are there when | need a 
person just to pester. | have known my 
friend Bobbie for a time now and we have a 
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great time bugging each other. I am usually 
the first to get in the wise-ass remark of the 
day and then I wait for a reaction from her. 
I never know what she is going to say when 
I'm being brave. We always seem to cheer 
each other up when we tease each other. I 
Te = earned Om De Te O nave 
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back, and mostly be honest with yourself. 


| remember the first time I met June it 
was cold outside. I asked her if | could warm 
up in her store and she said no problem, 
even though I smelled of alcohol and didn't 
look too healthy. That I was in from the 
cold was her only concern. After being sober 
for a while I went to visit her to thank her 
for her generosity and we've been friends 
ever since. She has shown me that no mat- 
ter who you are or what you look like it's 
your heart that speaks volumes. 

Everyone I have mentioned played a 
large part in my journey to wherever I want 
to go from here. There are many other peo- 
ple as well who helped in some way. If I 
were to write about everybody in my life it 
would take more then a few pages. The 
work | did after giving up alcohol speaks for 
itself in what I have gained in few short 
months. My life is so different from what it 
was before and it would not have been 
attainable without the help of important 
people pushing me along. 

They also tell me to never forget the per- 
son who had the greatest part in changing 
and I need to give credit where credit is due. 
That person would have to be me and my 
will to change my way of living. I never 
could have done it without the help of the 
Creator and the people He sent my way. 

Every day I walk on Mother Earth, the 
river of life is flowing. The Creator has given 
me another chance to live a life full of free- 
dom and a heart to feel love. 


Len Blackfox Martial 


Any comments or 
Interesting stories 
you can E-mail me 
len0853@yahoo.com 


above the 
clouds 


Flashback to almost two 
years ago and picture an 
Aboriginal man walking 
into Reception at Bissell 
Centre. The man is highly 
intoxicated and he can 
hardly stand. But today is 
the day he’s come to get 
help - to begin his healing 
journey. Fast forward to 


" now and picture the same 


Aboriginal man walking 
into Reception with his 
head held high, his spirit is 
proud and his body is 
healthy. | have come to 
enjoy seeing my friend, and 
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to visit. Sometimes we talk 
about serious things, and 
sometime we joke around, 
but what's different now is 
that we both respect each 
other. I've learned much 
about Leonard in the last 
two years, and the more | 
know and see, the more | 
respect the man and his 
journey. Leonard has 
taught me much about 
myself and my own jour- 
ney. Not once has he 
judged me for not knowing 
or asking many, many 
questions. So, | must say 
it's been an honor and a 
pleasure to know you and 

| to share in your spiritual 

| journey. | love you, my 
friend, and | am truly, truly 
proud of the work you've 
done and the man you've 
become. 


ie come: 


Bobbie Nelson 
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Power has only one 
duty—to secure the social 
welfare of the People 


ch 
= 


NJAMIN 


Cause for Concern: Time to Act! 


t's no secret to Our Voice readers that 

the Alberta government has not 

increased rates for people who rely on 

Assured Income for the Severely 
Handicapped (AISH) or Supports For 
Independence (SFI, the traditional ‘welfare 
program) for a long time. What IS a secret is 
that the government just might be ready to 
listen to voices raised across the province 
and increase rates for people who rely on 
these programs for their income. 


Cause for 
Concern 


he provincial government asked an 
MLA committee to review Alberta’s 
low-income programs in the spring 
of 2001. The committee requested 
feedback from individuals and groups 
throughout the summer of 2001, solicited 
input from focus groups and held meetings 
>d stakeholder groups. The com- 
mittee received written responses from more 
than six thousand individuals and groups. 
Most of the feedback said the first step the 
government had to take to improve low- 
income programs was to increase rates! 
The report of this committee was finally 
released in May of 2002. Recommendation 
#2 was to ‘Provide enhanced and more flex- 


with selec 


do: 


During the week of November 19 to 
November 26, call the Premier, the Minister 
and your MLA. 


If you receive income support from the 
province, explain to them how difficult it is 
for you to make ends meet 


ible financial support’ to AISH and SFI 
recipients 

Unfortunately, this action has been put 
off so far. The Minister of Human Resources 
and Employment, Clint Dunford, does not 
have any additional resources in his budget 
to pay for the increase. The government is 
reluctant to increase the budget for this 
department, so it is not possible for him to 
raise the rates 

There does seem to be support among 
MLAs, especially urban ones, for increasing 
rates. Even the Minister supports the idea, 
and has stated publicly that any increase in 
funding his department receives will go 
directly to increasing supports for the lowest 
income Albertans 


Time to Act 


hat the MLAs need to hear is 

some public support for 

increasing rates. This is where 

you CAN make a difference 
We are trying to find at least 12 people to 
call each MLA in Alberta. Can you be the 
first of the 12 who calls your MLA? Can you 
find someone else to be the second? 

The Legislature begins a session on 
November 19, and it will continue for 2 or 3 
weeks. Please make your calls during the 
week of November 19th to 26th. Give the 
staff at the MLA's office some specific infor- 


If you have a family member who receives 
benefits, explain how your loved one does 
not have enough income to live with digni- 
ty. 


If you know someone who relies on income 
supports, tell them a specific story about 
how they have trouble just getting by. 


Tell them what a raise would mean for you! 


Call the Alberta Disabilities Forum (488- 
9088) to let them know which MLA you 
called. They will tabulate the results and let 
the media know how many calls have been 
made 


If you do not know who your MLA is, call 
the MLA information line at 427-2826. 
Premier Ralph Klein 427-2251 


Minister Clint Dunford 415-4800 


mation about how you or someone you 
know is having difficulty making ends meet 
because AISH and SFI rates are too low, if 
you can. If you can’t, then let them know 
you want them to support increasing rates 
for the programs. Give them your address 
and telephone number, and ask them to get 
back to you with information about theit 
support for increasing the rates. 

Then, call the offices of the Premier and 
the Human Resources Minister. Tell them 
the same thing. All the telephone numbers 
are listed below. If you do not know who 
your MLA is, you can call 427-2826. They 
will ask you for your address, and give you 
the name of your MLA 

There are 83 MLAs in Alberta. If each of 
them receives 12 calls during the week from 
November 19 to 26, 1000 Albertans will 
have made their voices heard. If everyone 
also calls the Premier and the Minister, their 
offices will also get 1000 call 


The final thing you can do is call th 
Alberta Disabilities Forum (488-9088) and 
et them know that you called. We are track- 
ing the calls and will be working with the 
media to make sure the public knows what 
is going on, too. 

The Alberta Disabilities Forum is a 
group of non-profit provincial organizations 
of and for people with disabilities who have 
come together to share ideas and resources, 
and to bring forward a unified voice on 
issues important to Albertans with disabili- 
ties. Since at least two-thirds of people who 
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Edmonton and area MLAs: 


Beverly-Clareview 


Calder 

Brent Rathgeber 451-2345 
Castle Downs 

Thomas Lukaszuk 414-0705 
Centre 

Laurie Blakeman 414-0743 
Ellerslie 

Debby Carlson 414-2000 
Glengarry 

Bill Bonner 414-1328 
Glenora 

Drew Hutton 455-7979 
Gold Bar 

Hugh MacDonald 414-1015 
Highlands 

Brian Mason 414-0682 
Manning 

Tony Vandermeer 414-0714 
McClung 

Mark Norris 408-1860 
Meadowlark 

Bob Maskell 414-0711 
Mill Creek 

Gene Zwozdesky 466-3737 
Mill Woods 


Don Massey 414-1000 
Norwood 


Gary Masyk 414-0708 


receive income supports have a disability 
that limits their ability to earn a livelihood, 
this group has determined that it is very 
important to work on getting rates 
increased. 


Why Bother? 


any people feel that our elected 
representatives only listen to us 
at election time. Sometimes that 
is true, but every now and then 
they hear us between elections if we yell 
loud enough. This is one of those times. If 
we say nothing, that sends just as much of a 


message - that no one cares about this 
issue! 

Please join with us as we try to tell our 
provincial representatives what we want 
them to do. Together Our Voices CAN make 


positive change! 


Remember: 


@ Call your MLA 
@ Call the Premier and the Minister 


@ Let ADF know 


Riverview 
Kevin Taft 414-0719 
= 

Rutherford 

Ian McClelland 414-1311 
Strathcona 

Raj Pannu 414-0702 
Whitemud 

Dave Hancock 413-5970 


Clover Bar - Fort Saskatchewan 
Rob Lougheed 998-4740 


Leduc 

Albert Klapstein 980-9665 
Redwater 
Dave Broda 


St. Albert 

Mary O'Neill 459-9113 
Sherwood Park 

Iris Evans 417-4747 


Spruce Grove - Sturgeon - St. Albert 


Doug Horner 962-6606 
Stony Plain 
Hon. Stan Woloshyn 963-1444 


‘A United Voice" 


Alberta Disabilities Forum 


Alberta Disabilities Forum 
488-9088 
www.albertadisabilitiesforum.ca 


eople at the bottom of the economic 
scale become institutionalized, 
dependent on a variety of agencies, 
organizations and churches for basic 
necessities. The simple act of grocery shop- 
ping followed by a meal prepared at home is 
a luxury not possible for many people who 
are homeless, or on low fixed incomes. 
Securing food becomes a daily round of seek- 
outlets. 

Meeting this need for food has become 
increasingly difficult with raises in rent due 
to vacancy rates of less than one per cent. 
There is no cap on how much landlords can 
charge per square foot, and rents can be 
raised every three months as long as notice 
is given. The amount allocated by Social 
Services for housing on an SFI cheque is 
unrealistic. Many people on SFI are spend- 
ing half or even all of their monthly cheques 
for housing. And even those working for 
minimum wage are just working to pay the 
rent. Just securing food takes hours every 
day. 

The poor often have to resort to eating 
where they can get a free meal and to 
accepting whatever is served. Meals are 
eaten in public places with other poor peo- 
ple. Choice is unaffordable. 

Bill, a chef by trade, receives $402 per 
month from SFI. Because he has been 
unable to find permanent affordable hous- 
ing, he lived at the YMCA paying $25 a 
night until his money ran out. Since then, 
he's been camped out in the penalty box of 
a skating rink. With no fridge or stove, he 
doesn't use food banks, but he stays uptown 
all day and eats out at the different sou- 
plines. 

“| don’t mind lining up but it's annoying 
at times,” he said. “And the food is edible - 
something to put in your stomach.” 

Georgina Chief is terminally ill, but she 
often has to go out to secure daily food. She 
receives $850 per month from AISH pay- 
ments, half of which goes towards rent on a 
10 by 12-foot housekeeping room with a 
bathroom down the hallway. Although she 
is able to eat at home part of the month, the 
groceries run out. Then she walks five blocks 
for breakfast at St. Peter's Lutheran Church, 
eight blocks to The Mustard Seed or The 
Marian Centre for a noon meal of soup and 


The worst aspect of 
the daily quest for 


food is not the 


service providers, 
or even the quality 
of the food. It is the 
fact that it is 
repeated day after 
day with no end in 
sight. Life takes on 
immediacy. 
Self-fulfillment and 
lifestyle change 
take second place 
to survival when 
every day is a 
struggle just to 
meet basic needs. 


THEFIGHTEORFOOD 


a bun, and goes out yet again to eat an 
evening meal wherever one is being served. 

“| find it very tiring to go out all of the 
time to eat,” she said. But for her it is a 
necessity. 

Sometimes she is too ill or the weather is 
too cold for her to go out. On those days, 
unless someone brings her a meal, she goes 
without 


an may e 0 our or mo yu 
served. At The Mustard Seed, the lineup for 


the noon meal of soup and a bun stretches 
around the entire large dining area where 
more than 250 people are served daily. For 
the evening meals on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday the lineups are even longer, 
extending outside and down the front steps. 

There is an institutional sameness and 
loss of identity in dealing with service 
providers at the different agencies. They 
sometimes appear more interested in mak- 
ing sure all of the rules are being followed 
than in the individual need. People coming 
from outlying communities to volunteer or 
serve may not understand the magnitude of 
the problem poverty creates. This can result 
in the assumption that people who are not 
employed are lazy or unwilling to work. 
There can be a lack of understanding of the 
barriers to employment that extreme pover- 
ty creates. These include homelessness, inad- 
equate clothing, no phone or transportation, 
low self-esteem, depression, poor health and 
the necessity of spending hours every day 
struggling to meet basic needs. 

People are expected to show gratitude 
even when they are dealing with discourage- 
ment, hopelessness, or under pressure, even 
if they don’t like the food or the company. 
They become statistics as in “today we 
served 292 meals,” It's not surprising that 
occasional fights break out. 

For those who have cooking facilities, 
food banks are another option. Larry 
Hamlin receives $562 per month for medical 
welfare, and spends $350 on a housekeeping 
room. He eats out at souplines regularly, but 
also uses a depot of the main food bank as 
well as several other food banks. He can 
access the main food bank only once a 
month, the Salvation Army food bank every 
three months and another smaller food 
bank once a month. He walks ten to fifteen 


The simple act of 
grocery shopping 
followed by a meal 
prepared at home is 
a luxury not 
possible for many 


people who are 


homeless, or on low 


fixed incomes. 


blocks and carries the food home in a back- 
pack. 

“They don’t give much,” Hamlin said. “It 
only lasts a couple of days, but some things 
last a little longer, like spaghetti.” 

Visiting the food bank outlets can be 
time consuming, especially during the busy 
time near the end of the month before SFI 
and AISH cheques come out. At The Mustard 


intake. Once at intake, there is another wait 
of up to a half-hour to see the intake worker 
to be processed, then there is another wait 
for the food - enough to last about three 
days. 

If a person doesn’t have an Alberta 
Health Care (AHC) card for identification, 
there is a problem. Other forms of identifica- 
tion may or may not be accepted. The 
intake worker asks questions about source of 
income and may also expect you to justify 
why you need food, especially if it just after 
a check day. 

There are sometimes problems that have 
to be ironed out before a person will be 
served. When Lena went down to a food 
bank outlet for a hamper, she was denied 
food because someone else had used her 
AHC and received food that month. She was 
told to go to the Main Food Bank to straight- 
en things out. Because her leg was in a cast, 
she caught a ride with a friend. 

When Lena walked into the office she 
was told: “We don’t’ serve walk-ins. You can 
go to a pay phone across the street-and call 
to make an appointment.” 

It was nothing personal - just the way 
the system works - all clients have to call for 
appointments. But for Lena, already stressed 
out and desperate, it was a major setback. 
And it seemed unreasonable to her consider- 
ing that she was already right there. 

The worst aspect of the daily quest for 
food is not the institutions or the service 
providers, or even the quality of the food. It 
is the fact that it is repeated day after day 
with no end in sight. Life takes on immedia- 
cy. Self-fulfillment and lifestyle change takes 
second place to survival when every day is a 
struggle just to meet basic needs. 


Linda Dumont 


FOOD BE 2c 


Food = joy ... guilt ... anger 
.. pain ... Nurturing ... 
friendship ... hatred ... the 
way you look and feel... 
Food = everything you can 
imagine. 
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The Landlord is a 
gentleman ... who does 
not earn his wealth. He 

has a host of agents and 
clerks that receive for him. 
He does not even take the 
trouble to spend his 
wealth. He has a host of 
people around him to do 
the actual spending. He 
never sees it until he 
comes to enjoy it. His sole 
function, his chief pride, is 
the stately consumption of 
wealth produced 
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ur Voice has been following the 

story of the Locke Apartments 

since November of last year. 

Located at 11202 94 St., the build- 
ing was targeted early in 2001 by the 
Community Action Project (CAP) as part of 
the group's ongoing efforts to change the 
face of Central Edmonton. 

Housing low-income people, the majori- 
ty of whom suffer from mental illness, phys- 
ical illness and addictions, the Locke sits on 
the corner of a tree-lined street in the 
increasingly middle-income municipal dis- 
trict of Norwood. 

Through the actions of CAP, negative 
media and political attention was brought 
to bear on both the tenants and the owners 
of the building - the Nilssons of Calgary and 
Wayne Goebel of Edmonton. 

During the period between February, 
2001, and April, 2002, there were approxi- 
mately 65 Capital Health inspections of the 
site, more than one a week. On September 
14, 2001, Mayor Bill Smith toured the build- 
ing and committed to lending his personal 
support to CAP's agenda. On May 8, 2002, 
the Nilssons and Wayne Goebel were 
charged with 18 counts of contravening the 
Public Health Act. The Nilssons pled guilty 
and were fined $5000. Goebel pled not 
guilty. However, after an eight day trial in 
late May, Goebel was found guilty on all 
counts and fined $52,000, the largest fine 
for this type of offense in Alberta’s history. 
Shortly after receiving the fine, Mr. Goebel 
gave all his tenants a 90-day notice of evic- 
tion, due October 31, 2002. CAP had 
achieved a dubious victory. 

What follows are excerpts from Wayne 
Goebel's trial. We provide them to you at 


this time in the hope that although the ten- 
ants and former tenants of the Locke may 
not have a place, they may at least have a 
voice. 


May 24, 2002 


Karen Hislop, Public Health Inspector and 
Executive Officer, Capital Health. Under cross- 
examination by J. Holder, Attorney for the 
Accused 


Holder: Would you agree with me that the 
tenants of the Locke Apartment, in your 
experience in the residential inspection 
area, would you agree that those tenants of 
the Locke are amongst the hardest to house 
in our society? 


Hislop: They're probably among them. The 
hardest to house probably don't have places 
and stay at the shelters. 


Holder: Okay. And if the shelter was full, 
what would you consider the next place 
that a person would go? 


Hislop: | don't know. If the shelters are full, 
I mean, you're sort of stuck with under a 
bridge. 


Holder: Would you agree with me that a 
building like the Locke Apartments - would 
you agree with me that in many cases if the 
shelters were full, that would be an apart- 
ment that you could rent as an apartment 
of last resort? 


Hislop: I don't think so. I think the Locke 
Apartment and the other rooming houses 
are a step above...the shelters. 


Just in terms of....there's no roof... there's a 
shelter roof... there's the Locke Apartments 
and rooming houses, there's real apart- 
ments with single...with self-contained 
suites...and then there's a house, and that's 
sort of a continuum. 


July 2, 2002 


Patrick Hansen (Maintenance at the Locke) 
Cross-examined by R. O'Neill, Attorney for the 
Crown. 


O'Neill: Now you talked about being in the 
various suites, and that there was one suite 
with insects and Mr. Goebel wouldn't do 
what you requested and that was kick them 
out. By kick them out you meant kick out 
the tenants, correct? 


Hansen: Kick out the tenants, yes. 


O'Neill: All right. And was this the suite 
that had the man with the pigeons in it? 


Hansen: No 


O'Neill: All right. What about the suite with 
the lady who left blankets everywhere? 


Hansen: That's the one. 


O'Neill: That's the one you thought he 
should kick out? 


Hansen: Yes 


O'Neill: In addition to the blankets this 
woman had mice or mouse infestation 
everywhere? 


Hansen: |I'm not quite sure. 


O'Neill: Okay. Garbage everywhere 
throughout the suite? 


Hansen: There was garbage everywhere. 
O'Neill: All right. And the condition of her 
suite you thought was so bad that it was a 
health and safety hazard to the rest of the 
people in the building? 

Hansen: Yes, I did. 

O'Neill: And you told Mr. Goebel specifical- 
ly he should kick out that tenant? And he 


refused to do so? 


Hansen: He went to the-health board and 
he requested that they could do something. 


July 2, 2002 


Lawrence Yarmuch (Maintenance for the Locke) 
Examined by | Holder, Attorney for the Accused 


Holder: Did you put a floor in each of the 
common room bathrooms? 


Yarmuch: Over all the time, yes, | probably 
have, yes. 
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The Last Days 
of the Locke 


Holder: During the period of time from February to 
September, 2001? 


Yarmuch: Yeah, there was always something going 
in bathrooms, they were always hitting them with 
something. 


Holder: And did any authority - anyone from 
Capital Health Authority direct you as to which 
should be done first? 


Yarmuch: No, if - these people are hard to figure 
out. How do I say it? They're - they seem to be run- 
ning around with one eye in each head, you know? 
And one will say something, mark it down, we go 
do it, and they overlook something else. And it 
seems like just - it's continuous - how do | say it? 
Damned if you do and damned if you don't situa- 
tion. Like the left hand don't know what the right 
hand's doing. 


Holder: Did you every have occasion to do work in 
the common areas and discover that it was dam- 
aged a short time later? 


Yarmuch: Oh, it's a constant thing. That place is 
25 hours a day and 8 days a week, there's no end to 
it. You cannot, you know, unless you make it an 
\stitution and ting a bell at 7 in-themorning and 
~ everyone opens their doors up and you start doing 


an inspection.. 


When it comes to this building it's poor street peo- 
ple, nine times out of ten, they're wailing on that 
building. Because the community wants them, is 
on their butt, the police is on Capital Health's butt 
because of the Locke Apartments...And I'm really 
annoyed with it because there's no justice here, 
there's a law, but there ain't no justice. You know, 
they have to realize that these are street people, 
poor people that we have to pay for through Social 
Services or whatever, and they're making it so diffi- 
cult. Where are they going to go? 


Mary Tachinsky: (former tenant of the Locke) 
Examined by J. Holder, Attorney for the Accused 


Holder: Did you ever have any dealings with the 
health inspectors? Did you talk to the health 
inspectors? 

Tachinsky: Yes, | did. 

Holder: Do you know his name? 

Tachinsky: Skip - 

Holder: Okay. Mr. Skippings? 

Tachinsky: Skip or Skippings or whatever. 


Holder: And when you spoke with him what did 
you two talk about? What did you discuss? 


Tachinsky: Well, he knocked on my door and he 
walked right into my suite. 


Holder: Did you invite him in? 


Tachinsky: No. 


Holder: Do you remember when that was? 
Tachinsky: Oh. I can't recall. 


Holder: Would it have been between February and 
September of 2001? 


Tachinsky: Yes, There was a lot of them, too. 
Holder: A lot of health inspectors? 

Tachinsky: Yes. 

Holder: Did you speak with them? 

Tachinsky: Yes. 

Holder: And what did you talk about? 
Tachinsky: Why they're in here every other day. 
Holder: How often did you see them? 


Tachinsky: Every week. 


Examined by J. Holder, Attorney for the Accused’ 


Holder: Did the people from the Community 
Action Project say to you that they had received 
complaints? 


Kruper: Well, one of the ladies I spoke to she 
apparently lives two doors down or three doors 
down in the neighborhood. She was telling me all 
these --- I imagine she was the one raising the com- 
plaints because of her proximity to the building. 


Holder: Did she tell you that she had made a com- 
plaint? 


Kruper: Not to the -- not to the Health Board, no. 
But I believe it was their initiative that got the 
mayor's office involved because the mayor did visit 
the building. 


Holder: How long after you had this meeting with 
the community action people did Bill Smith show 
up, that is, our mayor? 


Kruper: Well, he was supposed to be there that day. 
I'm not sure if he made it that day or the next day. 
He was due to be there that same day, that's why 
they were waiting for him on the steps when I got 
home one day, they were waiting for the mayor. 


Holder: Can you tell me, following the inspection 
of your suite, did you have discussions with the 
health officer about work that needed to be done? 


Kruper: Yes. 


Holder: And what was the work required in your 
suite? 


Kruper: The pipe that comes down from my ceiling 
in the kitchen, and the opening around the pipe he 


said was too big. And | thought that was pretty 
minor... 


No, wait a minute there was a - there was no cover 
on my fan in the bathroom, the cover was missing. 
I believe they complained about that, yeah. 


Holder: Okay. And when you say you complained, 
what I'm asking... 


Kruper: No, I didn't complain, I said the Health 
Board complained. 


Holder: How would you describe the tenants, over- 
all, in this building? 


Kruper: Well, when Paul Mennier from A-Channel 
came down to do a story on us he said we were an 
eclectic bunch, maybe that would be it. 


Wayne Goebel (owner of the Locke) 
Examined by ]. Holder, Attorney for the Accused 


Holder: How did you deal with the problematic 


Attia en eeeresuites that youtad identified? <=" eo 


Goebel: Um..Suite 14, the gentleman that was in 
there, his name was John Sherbert, he was a ... He 
had a hard time walking so | moved him down- 
stairs to a smaller suite, suite No. 2, so that he did- 
n't have to walk up the stairs because his arthritis 
was really bad. 


Holder: Did that affect his ability to use any com- 
mon area facilities? 


Goebel: Yes, a lot of times he couldn't make it to 
the bathrooms and would end up in the bedroom 
or in the hallway. 


Holder: You mean that's where he defecated? 
Goebel: Yes 


Holder: Moving to this meeting in April of 2001 
that you've just described. Who all was present? 


Goebel: It would be --- you mean the one, the 
Community Action Project? 


Holder: The one that you've just described? 


Goebel: Mr. Skippings, Ms. Hislop, I believe there 
was one or two members from the Edmonton City 
Police, one guy's name was Steve, I can't remember 
the other policeman's name. There was Michael or 
John Riley, I think, and Michael Walters and Janet 
and an Amber. | think there might have been some 
other people from the committee group. 


Holder: What was -what was discussed at that 
meeting? 


Goebel: Well, they basically said that the Locke 
Apartment is full of prostitutes, they mentioned 
some people's names like Veronica ___ that lived 
in the building. I had - 1 was shocked when they 
said her because I have never seen her standing on 


any of the street corners...She looked after her 
brother Noel, who was in Number 3 who needed 
assisted living. And she also helped when we 
moved John down from Number 14 to Number 2. 
She also helped him with his meals and helped 
him get to the bathroom. So | was alarmed that 
these people would call some of these people prosti- 
tutes when they were not prostitutes. 


Closing Argument by R. 
O'Neill, Attorney for the Crown 


0 the Crown doesn't have to show that 

Mr. Goebel created these problems. He's 

the owner, he has an obligation to correct 

the problems and ensure that his build- 
ing, before it's used as a rental property, com- 
plies with the Act. 

And that's very key because the housing reg- 
ulation only applies to rental property. So, if 
there were significant problems in this building, 
and there were, one of the options Mr. Goebel 
had was t 


vacate the building, a flo 


timep-theventire-building. it's up to him. It's his 


building. If the units aren't being used for rental 
then the housing regulations don't apply. So, he 
could have vacated it floor by floor, entire build- 
ing, renovated it, and then brought in whomev- 
er he decides to bring in as tenants. That's his 
decision to bring in the tenants. But if he's going 
to have people living in the building, then if 
somebody's living there and he's collecting 
rents(...) if somebody's occupying the building, 
the Public Health Act, the regulations, and the 
Minimum Housing and Health Standards have 
to be complied with (...) He could evict problem 
tenants. But whatever steps he thinks are neces- 
sary is up to him. It's his building so long as he 
complies with the Act and the regulations. And 
if he can't comply then he shouldn't be in the 
business. It's Mr. Goebel who decides what ten- 
ants he has, who he rents to. He's the owner, he 
makes that decision. 


Closing Argument, J. Holder, 
Attorney for the Accused 


ou've heard evidence of what he (Mr. 

Goebel) tried to do. He tried to come in. 

He got rid of the tenants he could. He 

made an effort to get rid of tenants 
when -- problematic tenants. When they left, he 
cleaned the suite. But, sir, it's unrealistic; it's 
simply unrealistic to expect anyone to address 
all of the problems all at once in the manner 
suggested. It is -- because then you're faced with 
the problem of 35 people or presumably 31 peo- 
ple out on the street. But, sir, that was open to 
him, I'll grant you. 
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A family in harmony will 
prosper in everything. 


CHINESE PROVERB 
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Prosper Place Clubhouse 


rosper Place is the type of communi- 

ty clubhouse that those who under- 

stand the pain and frustration of 

mental illness would do well to sup- 
port. A refuge for those suffering from 
long-term conditions, from schizophrenia 
to bipolar disorders, Prosper Place is run 
and controlled by those it serves. Located 
on the second floor at 10584 107 St. the 
club developed its own identity since its 
inception 5 years ago. 

Member-driven and supported, Prosper 
Place has come a long way since its found- 
ing in the basement of McDougall Church 
in the summer of 1997. Joanne Spillett, 
Director of Prosper Place, remembers those 
early days when the concept was new and 
funding was non-existent. "It was a year 
after we started as just a drop-in centre 
that they packed some of us off to Toronto 
to learn more about clubhouse organiza- 
tions until the funding came.” 

With core funding from the Alberta 
Mental Health Board, the clubhouse was 
able to move into its present location in 
1999. Since then Prosper Place has had 
hundreds of individuals pass through its 
doors looking for a place of community 
and support, free from judgment. 

Lynne, a member for the last three 
months, appreciates that. "You can come 


here and not be judged or ostracized." 

Lynne came to the club after seeing a 
flyer in the CMHA (Canadian Mental 
Health Association) building she lives in. 
The self-professed "Pie Lady" saw they 
needed cooks and found her talents in the 
kitchen were highly appreciated by other 
members. "When you volunteer they get 
you to structure yourself. I get to decide 
how to do things." 

That independence of action and 
responsibility can mean so much to people 
who because of their problems are not usu- 
ally given or trusted with such responsibili- 
ty. This basic premise, that those with a 
mental illness are capable of responsibility 
is the reason for the success of Prosper 
Place. 

"Everything we do here comes from a 
member's idea," states Spillett, one of the 
very few paid staff. "The healing process is 
two-fold. Medical treatment and therapy is 
important but so are other things. Prosper 
Place is a safe place for reacquainting 
yourself to a sense of community. We've 
changed from a drop-in centre to some- 
thing else. We do more than recreational 
activities." 

Members are encouraged to help in the 
running of the club. Volunteer duties can 
be anything from working the cafe, main- 
tenance and janitorial duties, working the 


thrift store ("The Unique Boutique"), join- 
ing the Transitional Employment Program 
or organizing one of the recreational activ- 
ities. 

The Transitional Employment Program 
is an excellent example of Prosper Place's 
style of program. Designed to assist the 
mentally ill and help integrate their lives 
into the normal work community, the pro- 
gram is run at no cost to the business using 
the service. The staff and members of the 
clubhouse provide the training, guarantee 
shift coverage, manage any turnovers and 
charge no agency fees or advertising: The 
benefits to members are that if you can't or 
don't feel ready to work full-time, you can 
still contribute to the work force. 

Cheryl, a member for nearly 5 years, 
came originally just to get out of the 
house. Since then she has done clerical 
work, edited the newsletter, cooked meals, 
volunteered for the work project at 
Klondike Days and acted in the 
murder/mystery fundraiser. Still, she also 
has had a lot of fun with the recreational 
activities provided. 

"| went to the camp out in Kananaskis 
and had a good time and will be going 
again this year (Oct. 4,5 and 6)." Chery] 
told Our Voice. "And | learned something 
last time. Don't go hiking with Joanne, she 
got us lost," she said laughing. “A three- 


and-one-half-hour hike turned into five 
hours." 

Other recreational activities have been 
swimming, videos, picnics and other out- 
ings, attending festivals and "really rock- 
ing card games." Consensus meetings are 
held Mondays at 3:30 pm when members 
can submit ideas and suggestions for recre- 
ational activities. The same time on 
Wednesday provides inspirational or edu- 
cational activities. 

One service, help with AISH (Assured 
Income for the Severely Handicapped) can 
be a great service to those who by the very 
nature of their need for AISH have trouble 
understanding, or the patience for the task 
of filling out, the forms. 

The cafe provides cheap meals - so nec- 
essary for those whose illness has left them 
on limited budgets. For less than $2 you 
can have soup, sandwich and a cup of cof- 
fee and evening meals are priced at $3. 
Members prepare all food and a safe com- 
munal atmosphere is provided free-of- 
charge. 

Prosper Place is located at the address 
stated above or can be reached by phone 
at 426-7874 or e-mail at pros@oanet.com 


Dave Dutton Fraser 


LEIN SUPPORTS 
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


Premier reverses oft-stated policy by attending Lethbridge courthouse. 


a democratic society," noted Pannu. 


"I don't do 
protests. 
I don't attend 
protests." 


Pannu pointed out that these farmers 
were fined by the courts for intentionally 
violating customs laws by selling wheat and 
barley in the U.S. without an export license. 
Instead of paying the fine, these men are 
choosing to do the time in order to make a 
political point about their opposition to the 
single-desk selling powers of the Canadian 
Wheat Board. 

The New Democrats don't support the § 
views of these men on the Canadian Wheat 
Board," said Pannu. “However, they have § 
the right to engage in civil disobedience, 
Premier Ralph Klein even though | strongly disagree with their 
cause in this instance.’ 

Pannu finds Klein's change of heart 


(Edmonton Sun, April 18, 2000 


encouraging. For instance, in the past, 

Klein has been sharply critical of nurses and =~ 

DMONTON -- New Democrat Leader _ health care workers who have engaged in or 
Raj Pannu today expressed surprise even threatened work stoppages in defiance 
that Premier Ralph Klein was revers- _ of provincial laws that prohibit them from 


ing his oft-stated policy of not "doing 
rallies or protests." Pannu was commenting 
on Klein's decision to attend a rally in the 
parking lot of the Lethbridge courthouse in 


striking. 

"Should there be future work stoppages 
in the health care sector, I look forward to 
Premier Klein endorsing the right of workers 


support of several farmers who were con- to break unjust laws," said Pannu. He also 


icted of breaking federal customs law Premi th a 
<___ "Not only'is the Premier attending a” in support of the striking Shaw Conference An 3h — 
protest rally, he’s also supporting civil dis- Centre workers. 44 
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obedience as a legitimate form of dissent in ail 


The Parkland Institute presents 
our sixth annual fall conference: 


Featuring: 


* George Bush's war on terrorism is not 


Dr. Helen Caldicott | : 
John McMurt ry rs Bats ee, 
Cy Gonick, Kathy _ 

Kel ly,Walden Bello * Democratic expression in the form of 


protest is facing an increasingly violent 
The Parkland Conference / police force around the world and here 


Global Visions Festival presents: at home. 


* The US Empire's military policy is driven 
by global corporate interests. These same 
interests are driving the pillage of the -~ 
world for profit. 


* Canada is in real danger of becoming a 
province of that Empire. 


iT 
———immmmea and friends 
world.gypsy.roots. Alberta 


“|__ Challenging the 
rancane Corporate State 


November 15-17, 2002 
Tory Lecture Theatres, U. of A. 


This conference is about the 
future - not a future of violence, 
war and exploitation but a 
future of peace and global 
justice. Come join that future. 


8 pm Saturday, Nov. 16 
Ukrainian Centre 
11018 - 97 Street 


For more information contact: 

The Parkland Institute 

11045 Saskatchewan Drive,Edmonton, AB T6G 2E1 
Call 492-8558 
www.ualberta.ca/parkland/conference 
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Art for art's sake, with no 
purpose, for any purpose 
perverts art. But art 
achieves a purpose which 
is not its own. 


BENJAMIN CONSTANT 


< Painting by Christopher J. Moore > 


also discovere at 1mpasto 


VIBRATIONS 


May I take your vibrations 
And twist them to a tune 
In harmony with my racing heart? 


May I tune the twists to run straight 
Into my vibrations, resonating soundly 
Getting lost in moonbeams light years afar? 


May I twine your glow with mine 
Until we both do brightly shine 
And, with the sun and moon, dine? 


Tom Hind 


ART: 


Impasto Painting 


mpasto means paste. Painting 

with colored paste is very differ- 

ent from normal painting. | 

wanted to work with Paint Ge 
or Paste and indirect techniques. It 
is very hard to get started a 
Impasto because of a scarcity 0 
learning materials and information 
I realized that normal oil anc 
acrylic paints were too thin and the 
methods were not able to accommo- 
date my artistic needs. At this, 
went looking for a platform for the 
type of painting that I wanted to do 
(wet into wet) 

One thing | wanted was to have 
that look of heavy and textured 
paint in a way that left you feeling 
as if you could reach out and touch 
the ridges in painted subjects. The 
techniques involved were too hard 
and the paints were too weak for 
the kind of blending work I wanted 
to do. 

I discovered (about that time) 
wet into wet painting and the use of 
heavy paints (scenery paints) 

I also discovered the value of 
texture and starting with a thick 
paint and going over it in thinner 
layers - a thin paint will stick to a 


was very brush stroke-oriented, and 
although I was used to drawing, | 
could only draw with paint just so 
far and no farther. I had to get used 
to the idea of indirect painting. For 
example, I would dip my brush in 
paint and push it into a slippery 
wet painting surface, (slippery from 
a thin clear oil paint called “Liquid 
Clear”) creating some marvelous 
effects. 

This was called: “painting wet 


into wet.” Painting into wet paint is 
done using increasingly thin layers. 
You could begin to make the leaves 
of a bush by touching a brush’s 
paint-dotted hairs to the slippery 
surface of the previous layer of 
paint 

I could dip my brush into white 
paint and by moving it a certain 
way, in swirls and erratic circular 
motions, I could then create very 
realistic clouds. I took it a step far- 
ther and discovered that I could dry 
brush and blend the paint out creat- 
ing a soft swirling cloud effect 

I had to learn to blend colours. 
As part of learning colours all over 
again, I had to learn to marble 
paint of different colours. When you 
marble paint, you actually mix a 
thin and a thick paint together 
without blending them completely. 
What you get is the marbled 
unblended mixture of two colours 
without completely mixing them. 

I began doing all of this as a 
result of picking up my sketchbook 
for the first time in ten years (1 have 
a God-given talent). At the time | 
did this, 1 was more or less home- 
less. 1 took up my art again for the 
first use | had 


predicament somehow. | discovered 
very quickly what I was born to do. 
It wasn’t long before the right hand 
of God began to move and some 
friends were taking up a collection 
for me and encouraging me to buy 
painting supplies. 

Through Art I found healing 
and a new life. 


Chris Moore 


Your miles of walkness 
Glides me in the right places 
For each step brings me close 
To my journey, not knowing 

My self how graceful I dead 
My promises | lose behind my 
Self, guiding my self control 
On each step I walk softly 
And gentle my feelings | 
Have found on each trip 


Ceno St. Savard 


You're a falling leaf next to 
Me | fall next to you 


Sure Lock Homes! 


It’s not elementary anymore 
Our state of crime is not dear 
Most people carry guns 
Their targets all unclear 


A magnifying glass won't help, 
In fact it makes it worse 
It's juvenile to fear Watson 
Some kids are under curse 


Divided as we stand 
Looking through each other 
We'll only come together, 

If we love each other like a brother 


This mystery is not unsolvable 
So here's another clue 
You're a locksmith at heart, 
So always remain true 


It’s a higher school of university 
To be sure we don’t lock homes 
Knowledge is our power 
Now go write some poems 


Ghostwriter 
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The Missing Verse 


I know I wrote a poem 
That is missing just one verse 
That's why I wrote this one 
To lift this awful curse 


I’m sure one day I'll find it, 
And pull it from the sky 
Then I'll fill the paper, 
Not fearing when I die 


An older ballad comes to mind, 
Like a long forgotten dream 
Was it Bonnie's epic poem, 
Or Clyde's one final scheme 


I’m sure it's out there, 
Cause my journey’s just begun 
Come and take a walk with me, 
It should be lots of fun 


This mission’s not impossible, 

Tho’ a nightmare at the start 

We'll make it to the finish line 
Let's just never part. 


Ghostwriter 


CALENDAR 


I've been on a calendar, 
but never on time. 


Marilyn Monroe 


he 2003 OV 
alendar 
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= cee : was left out and felt uncomfortable. In these 


Dear Your Guess: 


nlike the United States of America, a 

melting pot society, Canada consid- 

ers itself a multicultural society. It is 

a country that adopts two official 
languages. It is also a country that encour- 
ages and promotes cultural diversity. I have 
yet to encounter a bilingual person who did 
not speak English. Though English is NOT 
my first language, many including myself, | 
have put great effort into learning to speak 
and write English while still retaining our mother tongue and our cul- 
tural heritage. My question is: Why do monolingual English people 
become defensive, even rude, when bilingual people choose to exercise 
their right to converse with each other in a language other than 
English. 


A bilingual Canadian 


Dear Bi: 


would like to address your question based on two different circum- 
stances from my life. First of all - several times I have been invited 
to go out with several of my friends who are bilingual. On these 
occasions it happened that my bilingual friends started to carry on 
a conversation with each other in French. 1, not able to speak French, 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


For the Inner City 


op @asual Labour 
“| » Life Management Skills Training 
» Career Counseling 
» Resume & Cover Letter Preparation 
> Job Interview Skills 
> Internet Training 


> WHMIS/Standard First Aid Training 


All services offered at no cost! 


CASUAL LABOUR 


“Pay the worker - 
NOT the broker” 


Minimum hourly rate - $8.00 
Minimum 4 hours per day 


Workers available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
Bookings taken within work hours 

Mon-Thurs 7am-2pm 

Fri 7am-noon 


Need someone to help with... 


> Yard Work/Snow Removal 

> Loading/Unloading 

> Decorating — internal/external 
» Cleaning - domestic/industrial 
» Manufacturing 

» General Labour 


All services offered at no cost! 


BISSELL CENTRE 


Telephone: 424-4385 
Or 
Casual Labour program for women at 
Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton 
Telephone: 421-1175 ext 22 
Mon-Fri 7pm-3pm 


instances, | felt justified to be upset with my 
friends who had invited me out only to 
exclude me. The second way that | felt 
uncomfortable is when people carry on con- 
versations in a language that I don’t under- 
stand, when | am in the same area as them, 
; but not part of their group. In these situa- 
tions, my discomfort is derived from my own 
feelings of inadequacy. People, as a rule of 
thumb, like to know what other people are 
thinking and saying about them and to have 
the option to defend themselves from verbal 


slander. When we are in the position where we can hear others talk- 


ing with each other in a language that we don’t understand, we real- 
ize how vulnerable we are — unable to protect ourselves from the ver- 
bal slander of others. These feelings lead many people to lash out in a 
pre-emptive strike -- a strike meant solely to guard their fragile ego. 
Finally, it is my belief that monolingual individuals are more logisti- 
cally encased, which causes them to be less sure of themselves (feel 
more uncomfortable and paranoid of other peoples’ intent) in situa- 
tions when they are suffering a language barrier. 

Anyway, that is my guess. 


If you want to send any questions, ideas or stories that you would like 
me to comment on, you have three ways of getting them to me. You 
can give them to Ron or Natasha of Our Voice, you can drop them off 
in the downstairs Casual Labour Office or you can E-Mail them to: 
yourguess29@hotmail.com. 


wst Christmas 2002 ! 


A Global Crafts & 
Frair Trade Marketplace 
November 29-30 a 
Prince of Wales Armouri 
10440 - 108A Avenue 


Friday Nov. 29/ 6:00 - 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday Nov. 30/ 9:30 - 4:30 p.m. 


Crafts and other worldly goods, live 
entertainment and delicious finger 
foods & refreshments available! 


Just Christmas 


{from “justice at Christmas”) 
is an alternative global marketplace 
for quality crafts and other goods. 


Market participants are philanthropic 
not - for - profit organizations whose 
mandate is to foster global awareness | 
and to support international | 
development projects. 
| 


Admission is free — but donations 
____are encouraged (thanks!) 


For more information call 


474-6058 / 995-6819 
e-mail: leocamposa@aol.com 


Our Voice 


ah 


roviding poor men and women with a chance to take con- 

trol of their lives is the purpose of Our Voice. For eight 

years now we have given opportunities to more than 2000 

people in Edmonton who have found themselves living in 
poverty. 

Our Voice is a project of Bissell Centre and was founded in 1994 
to empower people who were homeless or at risk of becoming so, as 
they work toward gainful employment and self-sufficiency. With 
more than a seven-year history, the Our Voice organization has 
gained notoriety for honest news reporting and our unique 
proach to addressing povert 
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Ye S. I would like to 


contribute to Our Voice! 


Our Voice has come a long way but needs more to be done and we 
cannot do it without you. Your tax-deductible financial contribution 
will allow us to continue our commitment of helping the home- 
less/and the unemployed transition into gainful employment. 

Won't you please take a minute and send in your contribution 
today? Your giving and supportive spirit will not go unrecognized. 


Please send a cheque to: 


Our Voice 10527-96 Street 
Edmonton AB. T5H 2H6 


Your money will go toward: 

@ Helping with the printing costs of Our Voice. 

@ Computer and writing training for our vendors. 

@ Continued support and empowerment services for vendors. 


Enclosed is a tax-deductible donation for 
$100.00 $75.00___ $50.0___ Other 


Name: 


Address: 


Organization (if any): 


Phone: 
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Toy Runners with Heart 


wenty-two hundred bikers showed their true 

spirit of giving -crossing the starters line on 

their motorcycles - to help kick off the 19th 

Annual Edmonton Motorcycle Toy Run for 
630 CHED Santa’s Anonymous, held on September 
29th, 2002, at Capilano Mall in Edmonton. 

The caravan of bikers, with a variety of toys 
strapped to the backs of the Harley Davidson's, power 
bikes, and other types of motorcycles rode off at 11 
a.m. from the northwest entrance of Capilano Mall, 
and continued on with their goodwill ride toward 
Northlands Park at 73rd Street and 116th Avenue, 
where toys were delivered for a good cause. 

The Edmonton Motorcycle Toy Run for 630 CHED 
Santa’s Anonymous, was established in 1984 by Jan 
Steenson. It is a public awareness campaign that pro- 
motes the spirit of giving - a reminder that Santa's 


Tales & Tails 


he day finally happened - nearly three 

weeks into the school year. The young sto- 

ryteller and I get reacquainted. Just by 

chance, getting off the bus downtown, | 
caught a glimpse of a young girl, but | wasn’t sure if 
it was her or not. Both of us gawked at each other, 
feeling a little uneasy. She had ‘The Bakersfield’ 
look in her eyes: 

I tread softly, not wanting to cross any bound- 
aries, with a question: “How are the kangaroos far- 
ing?” Her expression and eyes lit up - she seemed to 
be focused and grounded from wherever or whatev- 
er her mind was thinking about. 

“The kangaroos are fine, they returned to 
Australia, and so have the snails,” she added. 
Silence. Standing still, 1 was waiting patiently to see 
if she’s going to carry on with our conversation. 

She finally quizzed me about my summer. | 
informed her I had been selling and vending for 
Our Voice and volunteering for the Adult Rec. 
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Anonymous will be collecting toys for children less 
fortunate, who could not normally afford the luxuries 
of a toy at Christmas 

Jerry Forbes of 630 CHED Radio established 
Santa’s Anonymous in 1955. The organization col- 
lects donated toys throughout the year for children in 
need of their support 


member of the Edmonton 


Retreads Motorcycle Club, a biker's club that gets 
together every first and third Sunday of the month to 
socialize over breakfast and ride together. He says 
“It's definitely for a good cause. There’s no such thing 
as a professional bike ride for an organization of this 
magnitude. Like | say: Once you deliver the gifts 
through Santa’s Anonymous and see what's exactly 
out there it just gets to your heart.” 

Rick Laszchuk, a mechanic and member of the 
Canadian Vintage Motorcycle Group - a group of 
motorcycle enthusiasts who love to collect old motor- 
cycles - participated in the toy run, donating a 
‘Tickle-Me Elmo’ game, a toy truck and a toy chain 
saw. He says: “As a kid | was a Santa’s Anonymous 
recipient. I had a gift given to me when | was a kid, 
because we didn’t have that much. So now it's my 
turn to pay back.” 

John Booth and Laura Booth are a married cou- 
ple, members of The Christian Motorcycle 
Association. 

John believes that God has a special role for bikers 
on this toy run. He says, “I think that we're not all 
that bad. The good Lord put us here for a reason. He 
puts a different perspective on bikers and so forth.” 


Don Sakaluk is 


Program out of Bissell Centre. 

She proceeded to tell me that she spent some 
quality time at her Grandma’s, camping out with 
her friends. No details were forthcoming and | did- 
Nt prod ner for tem - 


“How's school going?” “Fine, one hundred per- 
cent in math,” but she wasn’t sure about other sub- 
jects. She was being receptive to my inquiring mind. 


I] wondered for a minute if I should ask her what her 


“The kangaroos 
are fine, they 
returned to 
Australia, and so 
have the snails” 


IQ was? No response. Treading on thin ice, | told her 
she was an intelligent girl and thought her IQ was 
around 140 or higher. To my amazement she 
replied: “Could be,” with a sly grin on her face. 
“Must be really hard to interact with people and 
make friends. You know that I have some close 
friendships and they are just a little bit of an odd 
ball.” 

I suppressed any laughter but not my smile; she 
did likewise. I know the feeling - trying to fit into the 
scheme of things. Our conversation was coming to 


an end, so I introduced one last subject: “What's up | 
with the crystal ball?” “Something weird,” and just | 


like that she added, “See you on your corner next 
time.” The saga between the young school girl and | 
will continue.......hopefully. 


Kevin Fox 


s Beauchesme, | 


(Left to Right): Denn 

Laura believes the good Lord is truly behind the 
efforts of toy-run bikers and what they actually repre- 
sent, despite how most people judge bikers. She says: 
“Well, look around you. There’s everything here: 
ponytails, baldheads, leather jackets, and everything 
else. Men and women who normally wear business 
suits to work are here in their leather for a good cause 
to help out the kids.” 

Sahhara Tyme is an artist who came out to sell 
her art. A percentage of her proceeds from the sales 
went to the cause. She was behind breaking the 
stereotype of people who love to ride motorcycles. She 


| Tuesday, November 19th. 
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PEOPLE’SCOLUMNIST 


Slade & Santa Claus show their support 

says: “I think it exemplifies just the spirit of the sea- 
son and you remember other people. It also helps the 
stereotype of bikers as rough and tough. They have 
big hearts.” 

Jan Steenson, organizer of this year's toy run con- 
firmed that this year’s turnout was the best ever and 
essentially hopes to see real good weather at next 
year’s 20th Annual Edmonton Motorcycle Toy Run 
for 630 CHED Santa’s Anonymous. 


John Zapantis 


a "RBC Dominion Securities | . 


Landlord and Tenant 
Advisory Board 


Call 496-5959 5 


Call if you area 
landiord ora 
tenant that needs: 


Some topics on 
the information 
line include: 


e Advice in residential e General Information 
tenancy matters e Laws and Tips 
e Mediation in e Security Deposits 
a ee e Starting a Tenancy 
tenancy dispute e Aareements 
e Education courses e rosecen Platinum Realty 
or workshops Reports & 


e To purchase the 
Question & Answer » 
Booklet or Forms 

e Free Landlord and 
Tenant fact sheets 


Security Deposits 
Resolving Disputes | 
e Notices 


Business: 454-7020 
Cell:722-2893 


Gitsiword Puzzle 


Find information fast using 
The Landlord and Tenant Information 


= ‘ : ; i 
tne heumacecmeccorers: || MITCH, = ==m 
follow the instructions. 
WAREHOUSE 


John Reil 


City of Edmonton, Landlord and Tenant Advisory Board 
Main Floor Chancery Hall 
#3 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
(Corner of 102A Avenue and 99 Street) 
Edmonton, AB TSj 2C3 


€dmonton 


17220 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5S 1E5 


| 1-800-661-7557 
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though Jennys lite may 

seem like an endless 

tragedy, she also prides her- 

self on her accomplish- 
ments. She won a joint custody battle 
for her two children in February 2002. 
She also takes great pride in having 
worked as a volunteer counselor for 
children from abusive homes. 

From the love and knowledge 
gained from training her own dogs as 
a hobbyist, she also gained the person- 
al skills needed to teach other people 
how to train their dogs in preparation 
for local dog shows. 

Jenny vends Our Voice on 101 
Street and Jasper Avenue. Recently she 
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Jenny Mackay 


friend Wayne Watts, have some inter 
esting plans for their future. In March, 
Jenny's children suggested that her 
boyfriend marry their mother. Wayne 
agreed to the marriage proposal in 
April. The happy couple now has 
plans to marry in the month of St. 
Valentine's Day, February 2003. 

Jenny has some logical words of 
advice for beginning vendors who may 
have doubts about vending. She says: 
“In the beginning I felt totally humili- 
ated. My advice is to just keep pressing 
on. Don't be self-conscious. Be happy 
and friendly to other people and real- 
ize it does help you make extra money. 


It's not that bad a job because Our 


Bissell Centre's 
Thrift Shoppes 


8818 118 Ave 


Gordon Stamp 
Agent 


Every client gets the same 
service and professionalism 
as if they were family! 


New and 
Gently-Used 
Fashions 
plus..... 


© furniture® home goods 
@ jewellery® collectibles 
J y 
© antiques 


% reunited with,a very special man Voice is well known in the city. I’m not 411-6644 

re whom she first met seventeen years _ self-conscious anymore.” 9232 3¢A oh 
5 3 ago while working at a social agency beri the best quality 
S F as a volunteer kitchen helper. John Zapantis . 
= Today, Jenny and her long-term lowest prices 
7 We are 100% non-profit 

and locally owned 

No GST ever 
“Be happy and 
. Ppy scree: ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 
friendly to other ave oren seven AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE : 
ee IN EDMONTON'S INNER CITY 


people and realize 
it does help you 


make extra 
money.” 
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ROBERT P CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 


Barristers and Solicitors 


11450-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 


General Practise of Law 
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Poetry Book Launch 


A celebration of the publishing of Betty Nordin’s third volume of poetry “Straddling the Fence” will be 
held on Wednesday, November 6th at Alex Taylor School, at 5:00 pm. Everyone is invited! 


NOBODY SEES HER 


She’s sitting huddled in the corner of the building 
Shivering in the cold 

NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s standing on the street shivering in the rain 
NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s sitting in the back of a greasy café 
Hunched over a cup of coffee 

NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s waiting for a JOHN to pick her up 
NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s sitting on a filthy floor covered with used 
Points, garbage and empty beer bottles 
NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s lying on the cold hard ground that some 
JOHN has dumped her on 

NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s puking as she slaps and prods her veins so the rig 
Can give her that moment of feeling good 
NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s just a junkie people say; 

She’s nothing 

NOBODY SEES HER 

She’s a missing, forgotten and lost girl 

NOBODY SEES HER 

But today, everybody sees her 

She is found in an unmarked hole in 

The ground 


-Betty Nordin 


(This is dedicated to all the women of the streets 
that have passed away or are still missing.) 


